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RESURRECTION REFLECTIONS 

 

Spring is my favorite Season of the year.  God speaks to me in many and various ways 

affirming His power to raise Christ from the dead.  All creation bears witness to the resurrection 

as all of Nature springs into life!  My wife and I live on three mostly wooded acres and in the 

coming days, I’ll sit on my back porch, drinking my morning coffee, and reading a daily 

Scripture passage.  All around me the lifeless trees are beginning to bud, colorful flowers are 

bursting through the recently frozen soil, the bushes on the hill behind our house are beginning to 

show signs of life, the grass is turning from brown to green.  Everywhere, once dead landscape is 

now coming to life!  The Apostle Paul wrote to the Romans that “what may be known about God 

is plain for all to see . . . For since the creation of the world, God’s invisible qualities – his 

eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been 

made” (Rom. 1:19-20). 

Easter Sunday, or more appropriately, Resurrection Sunday, is like Spring, a time for 

hope, a time to be reminded that death is not the end, as existential philosophy might argue.  

Death is not all there is!  Just as Spring follows the cold, dark winter, there is life beyond the 

grave.  Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “Death has been swallowed up in victory . . . Thanks be to 

God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:54-57).  Paul also 

prayed that the believers at Ephesus would “know the hope to which God has called you . . . and 

his great power for us who believe.  That power is the same as the mighty strength he exerted 

when he raised Christ from the dead!”  

I encourage you to take some time in these early days of Spring leading into Holy Week 

and Easter Sunday to be alone with God out in Nature.  Listen to God speak to you about hope 

and new life, let Him comfort you with His living presence; thank Him for the power of His 

Spirit at work in you – the same power that raised Christ from the dead.   

C. Austin Miles was inspired by the account of Mary Magdalene discovering that the 

man she thought was the gardener at the empty tomb in the garden was actually her risen Lord 

(John 20), and he wrote, “He walks with me and he talks with me, and he tells me I am his own!  

And the joy we share as we tarry there, none other has ever known.”  When we surrender our 
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hearts to the risen Savior, we find hope and power for living – he will walk with us and talk with 

us on life’s journey, and remind us that we are his very own!   

Happy Easter – and enjoy God’s gift of Spring!   

         Pastor Dale 
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3-Connie Brown, Abigail Keebaugh, 

Gwendolyn Keebaugh, Pat Carbaugh 

5-Ross Winegardner 

7-Rachel Lane 

10-Charles Ramsey 

11-Melissa Horton, Matthew Brown,  

Dylan Fowler 

12-Jessie Hu 

15-David Meglaye 

17-Cali Mitchell, Matilda Correll 

18-Dale Booth, Barbara MacDonald 

19-Bill Warthin 

22-Maya Drover 

27-April Leese, Sara Beth Winegardner 

29-Charles Barnett, Bill McGinnis 

30-Lindsay Newman 

 

        
GLEANER DEADLINE  for the May 

issue is , April 20,, 2017.  Please submit 

your information by that day.  If you 

can’t email it, feel free to call or lay a 

hand written document on the 

secretary’s desk.  

Prayer Concerns: Please be in prayer for 

those listed below and their families: 

Short Term: : Family of Rudy Mihalick, 

Jane & Paul MacDonald, Gerald Peck, 

Audrey Mitchell, Harvey Kneas, Fred 

Stenger, Mike Stenger, Chauncey 

McGarvey. Long Term: PNC, Ben 

Faunce, Wayne McCoy, Nolan 

Heironimus, Anne Howard, 

 &, Chas Howells (Son of Wes Howells). 
 

Thank you to Acolytes 

Thank you to all the acolytes during the 

month of March.: Chas Howells, Joshua 

Kimmel,& Henry Alexander.  

       

 
Presbyterian Women meeting is April 12, 
2017 in the Fellowship House at 2:00 PM.  

The program will be announced. 

 

Soup Night continues till April 5, 2017.  

The fellowship Committee will host the first 

night.  If school is cancelled or there is an 

early dismissal in the Central Fulton School 

District, soup night will be cancelled. 

 

The Deacons Easter Egg Hunt will be held 

on April 9
th

, rain or shine, immediately 

following the worship service, behind the 

Fellowship House.  If inclement weather, it 

will be in the church basement.  The age 

limit is up to 12yrs.  Any questions, please 
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contact Connie Brown at 717-987-3076 or 

717-552-9932. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO SIGN 

UP FOR “THE GATHERING” 
Thank you to all those individuals who 

helped with “The Gathering” during the 

month of March.  Carolyn & Harvey Kneas, 

Joyce & Richard Hornberger, Lee Anne 

Kendall, Ken Keebaugh., & Richard Rotz. 

 

Trustees 
Trustee Meet March 16. Our next meeting is 

scheduled for Thursday, April 13. 

Those present: Wes, Raymond, Richard, 

Ron. David was ill, Sandy was away. We 

are short one Trustee. We hope the Session 

will fill this position soon. 

1. We will ask the Session to have us 

insulate the Sanctuary ceiling this 

year. This was included in our 

budget. 

2. Wes will ask Shearer's to check the 

Sanctuary air conditioners and 

replace filters as needed and fix the 

sink in the Fellowship House 

bathroom 

3. Wes will reset the thermostats as 

needed. 

4. Richard and Raymond will replace 

light bulbs in the Sanctuary as 

needed. 

5. David and Ron will check smoke 

alarms and replace batteries as 

needed and other minor electrical 

work 

6. We will continue repairing the 

Sanctuary walls as needed 

7. We will get an estimate for next 

year's budget of insulating and dry 

walling the interior of the Church. 

This should cut our heating and 

cooling costs. 

Ron Mitchell, secretary 

 

Deacons 
March 1, 2017 

Meeting was opened with prayer by Stanley 

Kerlin. Also present were Patty Rhodes, 

Barbara MacDonald, Connie Brown, April 

Leese, Jo Ann Carlson and Joyce 

Hornberger. 

February minutes were reviewed and 

approved with one correction of removing 

JoAnn Carlson from the attendance list for 

that meeting. 

Visits, concerns and prayer list were 

discussed. 

Deacons are hosting Soup Night tonight. 

Benevolences 

Personal Assistance $200 in gift cards to 

Giant 

Personal Assistance to victims of house fire 

$500 in gift cards to Giant 

Boy Scouts $400 
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Loves Closet (to Rich Hornberger) $100 

Catholic Mission(for Special Projects) 

$1000 

Women In Need $1500 

Next meeting will be April 5, 2017 at 7pm. 

Submitted by Joyce Hornberger 

 

Session 
 

Called Session Meeting 

March 19, 2017 

 

Session met for a called meeting following 

worship on March 19, 2017 in the social 

room.  The purpose of the meeting was to 

take care of some business due to the fact 

that the regular meeting scheduled for 

March 15 was cancelled because of a snow 

storm.  The meeting was opened with prayer 

by moderator Rev. Dale Williams at 12:15 

pm.  Present were elders Mary Lou 

Eisenhower, Tim Drover, Donna Ankney, 

Carolyn Kerlin, Ken Keebaugh, and 

LeeAnne Kendall.  Absent and excused was 

elder Al Clark.  Approval was given for the 

Master Gardeners to once again use the 

Fellowship house and the garden behind the 

Fellowship house.   We approved and 

acknowledged the receipt of a book 

collection from the Jim and Bernice Stewart 

family. Elders Kerlin, Keebaugh, and 

Kendall will reorganize the existing library 

and incorporate the new collection.  Elder 

Eisenhower will put a notice in the Gleaner.  

A thank you letter will be sent to the family.  

A letter of transfer from the United Church 

of Christ in Mercersburg for Laura Metcalfe 

was received.  The new members, Laura and 

Jayne Metcalfe will be recognized during 

worship on Palm Sunday.  Action was taken 

to fill the current vacancy on the board of 

Trustees. Following approval from the 

nominating committee and Session, the 

nominee will be presented to the 

congregation during a meeting of the 

corporation and voted on for approval.  The 

meeting was adjourned with prayer by elder 

Drover at 12:35. 

 

LeeAnne Kendall, clerk. 

 

Presbyterian Women 
 

March 8, 2017 

 

The March 8 meeting of the Presbyterian 

Women was opened with Lenten devotions 

by moderator Carolyn Kneas.  Six ladies 

were present. Several people were named to 

be kept in our prayers:  Martha Seville, Ken 

and Ella Spriggs, Marion Walker, Audrey 

Mitchell, Paul and Jane MacDonald, Barb, 

Leese, Charlotte Fowler, Rudy Milhalik.  

Carolyn read correspondence relating to the 

spring gathering which will be held at the 

Warfordsburg church on April 1.  Hopefully 

several of the ladies will be able to attend.  

The minutes of the February meeting were 

read.  The treasurer’s report was given by 

Marion Walker.  The February offering was 

$60.00.  $150.00 was sent to Presbytery.  

The total cost of the baby clothes used in the 

infant kits was $188.00, leaving a balance of 

$72.00.   The program for the day was Game 

Day.  An enjoyable time was had enjoying 

several Bible games.  Prizes were awarded 

to the winners.  Refreshments were served 

by Carolyn Kneas and LeeAnne Kendall.  

The next meeting will be on April 12, 2017 

at the Fellowship house.  Program to be 

announced. 
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April Lectionary Readings 
 

Week of April 2 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Ezekiel 37: 1-14 

Psalms 130 

Romans 8:6-11 

John 11: 1-45 

 

Week of April 9 

Passion/Palm Sunday 

(Holy Week Begins) 

Palms: Matthew 21: 1-11 

Psalms 118: 1-2, 19-29 

Passion: Isaiah 50: 4-9a 

Psalms 31: 9-16 

Philippians 2: 5-11 

Matthew 26: 14-27 or Matthew 27: 11-54 

 

Week of April 16 

Resurrection of the Lord/Easter 

Acts 10: 34-43 or Jeremiah 31: 1-6 

Psalms 118: 1-2, 14-24 

Colossians 3: 1-4 or Acts 10: 34-43 

John 20: 1-18 or Matthew 28: 1-10 

 

Week of April 23 

Second Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2: 14a, 22-32 

Psalms: 16 

1 Peter: 1: 3-9 

John 20: 19-31 

 

Week of April 30 

Third Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2: 14a, 36-41 

Psalms 116: 1-4, 12-19 

1 Peter 1: 17-23 

Luke 24: 13-35 
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BOOK COLLECTION  DONATED CHURCH LIBRARY 

We are pleased to inform everyone of a wonderful addition to our church library.  Books that 

belonged to the late Jim Stewart have been graciously donated to our library.  This is a wonderful 

collection that includes a wide variety of authors and perspectives.  

While they have just been received, plans are underway to work on the library to include these 

books, to revamp our shelving and checkout system,  and to give everyone a chance to peruse the 

choices made possible to us.  When completed, we hope to publish a complete list of the new 

additions. 

We are very grateful for this donation. Thank you to Glenn Stewart who delivered them to the 

library.  We value the opportunity to make this most welcome donation available to all. 

 

 

VICTORY GARDEN PROGRAM   Penn State Master Gardeners of Fulton County invite all 

to participate in the sixth victory garden program.  Cost is $25 per person or $30 per family.  

Participants will meet every Thursday beginning on April 20 thru October 2017 from 9-11 

AM,at the Fellowship House..  The garden is located behind the Fellowship House.  This 

program teaches more effective ways to garden while sharing in the produce grown.  There is 

one hour of instruction & one hour working in the garden.  For more information or to sign up, 

contact Lisa Truax at 717-325-4870 or 717-325-4874 or E Mail lnt115@psu.edu. 

 

 

 

 

RELIGIOUS TRAVEL EXPERIENCE IN THE UNITED KINGDOM  

 
The Session of McConnellsburg United Presbyterian Church has approved a proposal by Pastor 

Dale to lead a tour, “11 Days:  Presbyterian Scotland & England,” October 16-26, 2017.  The 

tour, planned by The Quest Travel Group, will include roundtrip air from Dulles International 

Airport, accommodation in 3 and 4 star hotels, breakfast daily, 6 dinners, full-time tour director, 

excursions and cultural activities, transportation by private coach, and more.  The tour will begin 

in  Edinburgh, Scotland and end in London, England.  The cost is approximately $3,900 per 

person (includes tips & taxes).  The tour is open to the community – tell your friends and 

relatives about it!  A signup sheet is posted in the Narthex, along with a detailed itinerary  

 

 

 

 


